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August 28, the day on which the armistice between Napoleon
and the allies was to end in Germany, the Austrians, who
had hitherto been neutral, declared themselves our enemies
beyond the Alps. Hostilities were never very active, for the
chiefs on both sides understood that the success of the cam-
paign would depend upon the result of events in Germany.
Still there were frequent combats with varying fortunes; but
the superior forces of the Austrians, who were soon joined by
an English corps, ultimately compelled the viceroy to with-
draw the Franco-Italian army across the Adige.

In November came the news of the defection of Murat,
King of Naples. The Emperor, to whom he owed every-
thing, could not at first believe it; but it was only too real.
Murat had joined his flag to that of Austria, and his troops
were already in occupation of Bologna. Such is the fickleness
of Italians that they everywhere greeted the Austrians and
Neapolitans, whom they had hated before, and soon after-
wards hated still more bitterly. In December the viceroy's
army, 43,000 strong only, occupied Verona and the neigh-
bourhood.

On seeing all Europe in coalition against him Napoleon
could not hide from himself that the first condition of peace
imposed on him would be the re-establishment of the Bourbons
on the throne of Spain, He resolved, therefore, to do of
his own proper motion what he foresaw he would presently be
compelled to do. He restored King Ferdinand VII. to liberty,
and ordered Suchet's army to retire on the Pyrenees.

Thus at the end of 1813 we had lost all Germany, all
Spain, and most of Italy; while Wellington's army had
crossed the Bidassoa, and was encamped on French territoryy
threatening Bayonne, Navarre, and the district of Bordeaux.e disposition, and very devoted to the Emperor; but,
